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few her friends in her recent struggle with Japan. It will be said with justice, as well as appositeness, that just such transient indications of the instability of national sympathies, here to-day, there to-morrow, prove the need of arbitration to avert war.    Certainly, if no other means can be found. To go to war on questions of mere feeling, or on occasional offence, is far from practical.   As a matter  of  fact,   however,   such  occasions  now rarely  threaten  war.    Time   to   solve   them  is usually obtained by the ordinary means of diplomacy,  and the premature intrusion of a third party is rather an irritation than a help.   Not every case of conscience calls for a confessor, nor every dispute for an arbitrator.    But where feeling is rooted in permanent conditions, arises from them, and grows with their continuance, or their increase, you have a radically different proposition. Such is the legislation of exclusion considered a few lines back.   It rests upon material motives, and acts by the material implements of organized force;  and thus acting it is practical (not necessarily right)  in aim and in methods.   But these methods,   whether  directed  against  persons  or goods, are essentially war; defensive or offensive, as it may please either race to regard it; and the